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Domain 3 Lesson Plan  

Domain 3 - Layers, Masks, and Adjustments [approximately 4.5 hours of videos, 

labs, and projects] 
Lesson Lesson Topic and 

Subtopics 

Objectives Exercise Labs Workbook Projects and 

Files 

Pre-Assessment 

Assessment time - 

00:30:00 

Organizing Documents: 

Pre-Assessment 

   

Lesson 1 

Video time - 

00:13:48 

Exercise Lab time 

- 00:24:00 

Workbook time - 

00:35:00 

Use Layers to Manage 

Elements 

Manage Visual Content 

Manage and Organize 

Layers 

Types of Layers 

Review 3.1 

3.1 Use layers to manage 

design elements 

3.1.1 Manage, identify, 

and organize layers 

Add a New 

Layer  

Duplicate a 

Layer  

Rename a Layer  

Group Layers  

Link Layers  

Merge Layers  

Layers – pg. 56 

311-layers.psd 

chair.png 

Organize Layers – pg. 57 

312-layers.psd 

Layer Types – pg. 58 

N/A 

Review 3.1 – pg. 59 

31-review.psd 

Lesson 2 

Video time - 

00:16:50 

Exercise Lab time 

- 00:24:00 

Workbook time - 

00:35:00 

Modify Layer Visibility 

Opacity and Blending 

Mode 

Smart Objects vs. Layers 

Create and Edit Masks 

Using Colors to Adjust 

Masks 

Gradient and Vector 

Masks 

Frames 

Review 3.2 

3.1 Use layers to manage 

design elements 

3.1.2 Adjust a layer's 

appearance 

3.1.3 Manage Smart 

Objects 

3.2 Modify layer visibility 

using masks 

3.2.1 Manage masks in 

the Layers panel 

3.2.2 Create a pixel mask 

3.2.3 Use the frame tool 

3.2.4 Create a vector 

mask 

3.2.5 Create a clipping 

mask 

Blending Mode 

Delete a Layer 

Mask 

Create a 

Clipping Mask 

Create a 

Gradient Mask 

Create a Vector 

Mask  

Frame Tool  

Opacity and Blending Modes 

– pg. 61 

321-layers.psd 

321-blending.psd 

Smart Objects vs. Layers – 

pg. 62 

313-artboards.psd 

Masks – pg. 63 

322-masks.psd 

322-clipping.psd 

Adjusting Masks – pg. 64 

322-gradientmasks.psd 

322-pasteinto.psd 

Review 3.2 – pg. 65 

32-review.psd 

Lesson 3 

Video time - 

00:12:30 

Exercise Lab time 

- 00:08:00 

Workbook time - 

00:15:00 

Destructive vs. 

Nondestructive Editing 

Nondestructive Editing 

Adjustment Areas and 

Presets 

Destructive Editing 

Filters on Smart Objects 

Review 3.3 

3.3 Use adjustments and 

adjustment layers 

3.3.1 Make adjustments 

3.3.2 Create and use 

adjustment layer presets 

Adjustment Area 

Single-Layer 

Adjustment 

Destructive and 

Nondestructive Edits – pg. 67 

N/A 

Review 3.3 – pg. 68 

33-review.psd 

Post-Assessment 

Assessment time - 

01:00:00 

Organizing Documents: 

Post-Assessment 

   

   


